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In little more than twelve months, outlaw rockers of the new millennium, The Yo-Yo’s, have released two singles (“Out of My Mind” and “Rumble(d)” via the UK’s Rebound label), ripped through five UK tours and one in the US (capped with a jaw-dropping slot on the Sub Pop showcase at SXSW 2000) and been dubbed the rock band to watch in 1999 by Melody Maker and Kerrang! magazines. And, they’re just getting warmed up…





Bassist, Danny McCormack penned the first Yo-Yo’s songs on a return trip from Japan after an ill-fated tour there with his often controversial former band, The Wildhearts. With The Wildhearts on the verge of an extremely toxic chemical reaction, the erstwhile bassist took time out and was invited to contribute backing vocals for his punk heroes, The Toy Dolls. Also invited to the session, was the then Sugarsnatch guitarist, Tom Spencer.





“Tom and I were both asked to add some backing vocals to the last Toy Dolls album, One More Megabyte,” explains Danny. “That’s where we met up. We both got on so well that I knew we would keep in touch as friends… and now we’re working together!”





When The Wildhearts cancelled their ’97 UK tour (to support their Endless Nameless album for Mushroom), the demise of the band was an inevitability, and their former bassist and singer was left free to pursue other projects. Tom and Danny had earlier laid vague plans to form their own band and so now recruited Tom’s former Sugarsnatch bandmate, Bladz to take up residence on drums. Second guitarist Neil Phillips (who had previously auditioned for The Wildhearts at the tender age of 17) completed the quartet when, through an ingenious stroke of fate, a tape of his previous band, B-Movie Heroes, happened to land in Danny’s hands.





After a stint in the studio, the newly-formed band emerged with a four-song tape that provided the basis for the first single. So impressive were these tracks that the band were almost immediately invited to join acclaimed Swedes, Backyard Babies on the road for their first ever UK tour, which gained The Yo-Yo’s the notoriety of being one of the hottest unsigned bands around. Another four songs were recorded in early '99 for their second single and the band continued touring the UK building up their following and finally signing to Sub Pop in October of that same year. Spring 2000 saw the band hit the road in the US for the first time (again with the Backyard Babies) with raucous results.





With the lead vocals divided between Danny, Tom and Neil, The Yo-Yo’s and their no-holds-barred, go-go-go! repertoire of sleazy riffs and sweet harmonies are on a high-velocity charge to bring back the sheer energy and fun of rock ‘n’ roll. Concludes Danny, “The music - it’s my favorite kind of rock ‘n’ roll - it makes every hair on my body stand on end. It makes you want to get off your arse - not bad for someone who really shouldn’t even be here!!!”





Danny McCormack - vocals / bass


Tom Spencer - guitars / vocals


Neil Phillips - guitars / vocals


Bladz - drums


