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mtvU PRESENTS “CAMPUS INVASION MUSIC FESTIVAL ‘07” WITH PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT SAVE DARFUR COALITION
Dashboard Confessional, The Shins, Fabolous, Gym Class Heroes, The Academy Is…, K-Os, Rick Ross, Augustana, Shiny Toy Guns and Other Emerging Artists to Play All Day Concerts for Darfur Advocacy Efforts
Top College Towns Austin, Atlanta and Philadelphia to Host 
First-Ever “Campus Invasion Music Festivals” in Late April 
New York, NY - March 14, 2007 - mtvU, MTV’s 24-hour college network, today announced “Campus Invasion Music Festival ’07,” all day music festivals in three of the nation’s largest college towns, designed to generate awareness of the ongoing genocide in Darfur and funding to help end the bloodshed in the region.  Through partnerships with several of the top established and emerging acts on the college music scene – as well as the Save Darfur Coalition, an alliance of 180 organizations committed to mobilizing a unified response to the atrocities in Sudan – the festivals will be an extension of mtvU’s two-and-a-half year long, student-driven, Emmy-winning Sudan campaign.  
mtvU’s “Campus Invasion Music Festival ’07” builds on the success of the “Campus Invasion Tour,” MTV’s pioneering college concert tour, which has brought up-and-coming acts to campus quads for the past 10 years and helped propel artists like Muse, Moby, Wyclef Jean and Hoobastank to superstardom.  The new all day music festivals will bring show-stopping live performances from Dashboard Confessional, The Shins, The Academy Is…, Fabolous, Gym Class Heroes, Shiny Toy Guns, Rich Boy, The Rapture and many others to thousands of college students in major college towns Austin, Texas, Atlanta, Georgia and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania beginning April 22nd. 

“College students, music and activism have long been a formula for social change and Campus Invasion ’07 will harness this combination to continue fighting the genocide in Darfur,” said Stephen Friedman, GM, mtvU.  “We’re heartened to have so many respected, groundbreaking artists join us for these concerts of amazing live music, awareness and action.”
Confirmed dates, venues and acts for mtvU’s “Campus Invasion Music Festival ‘07” include:
April 22nd – Austin, TX – The Backyard


· The Shins

· The Academy Is…

· Shiny Toy Guns

· The Rapture

· Ronnie Day

April 27th – Atlanta, GA – Hi Fi Buys
· Fabolous

· Monica

· Rick Ross
· Rich Boy

· Crime Mob

· D.G. Yola
· The Pack

April 29th – Philadelphia, PA – Penn’s Landing


· Dashboard Confessional
· Gym Class Heroes

· Augustana

· K-Os

· Kidz in the Hall

· Kenna

“Many of the earliest and most active members of the Save Darfur Coalition have been college students,” said David Rubenstein, executive director of the Save Darfur Coalition.  “We’re proud to join with mtvU – an important megaphone for college students’ efforts to save Darfur – and continue mobilizing support for an end to the humanitarian crisis in Darfur that threatens the lives of more than 2.5 million people.”

Each of the mtvU “Campus Invasion Music Festivals” will feature two stages, over six hours of live music and an accompanying festival with games, giveaways and other attractions.  The festivals will also profile top college bands and solo acts bubbling up in mtvU’s online farm system, BestMusicOnCampus.com.  The site offers unsigned college artists unparalleled weekly, monthly and yearly opportunities to launch their careers and is hosting a battle of the bands that will give nine college acts the chance to play a Campus Invasion date.  Three college artists will play each music festival, sharing the stage with some of the biggest established and emerging acts in music today.  More info is available on www.BestMusicOnCampus.com.   
         

Those that can’t make it to one of the all day music festivals can catch exclusive live performances, behind-the-scenes interviews and more beginning April 30th on mtvU and the network’s all access broadband channel on mtvU.com.  

mtvU’s “Campus Invasion Music Festival ‘07” is sponsored by the Ford College Student Purchase Program, Butterfinger, Citi, Neutrogena Cosmetics, Wrigley’s Eclipse Fusion, and RGX from Right Guard; Live Nation is the promoter.  For complete details on the festivals, including how to purchase tickets for any of the events, please visit www.mtvU.com. 

About the Save Darfur Coalition
The Save Darfur Coalition raises public awareness about the ongoing genocide in Darfur and mobilizes a unified response to the atrocities that threaten the lives of people throughout the Darfur region. It is an alliance of more than 180 faith-based, advocacy and humanitarian organizations. The Coalition’s member organizations represent 130 million people of all ages, races, religions and political affiliations united together to help the people of Darfur. For more information on the Coalition, please visit www.SaveDarfur.org.
About mtvU

Broadcasting to 750 colleges across the country, with a combined enrollment of over 7.2 million, mtvU is the largest, most comprehensive television network just for college students.  Twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, mtvU can be seen in the dining areas, fitness centers, student lounges and dorm rooms of campuses throughout the U.S.  mtvU is dedicated to every aspect of college life, reaching students everywhere they are, through a three pronged approach – on-air, online and on campus.  mtvU focuses on content including music videos from emerging artists which can’t be seen anywhere else, news, student life features, events and pro-social initiatives.  mtvU is always on campus, with more than 500 events per year, including exclusive concerts, giveaways, shooting mtvU series and more.  For more information about mtvU, and for a complete programming schedule, visit www.mtvU.com.

mtvU.com makes mtvU the first MTV Networks channel distributed in its entirety via broadband, streaming 24/7 and on demand, featuring all of mtvU plus exclusive new music, original series and student-produced programming for college students and music fans everywhere.  

mtvU also owns and operates College Publisher, the largest interactive network of online college newspapers in the US, and RateMyProfessors.com, the Internet’s largest listing of collegiate professor ratings.  The College Publisher Network comprises over 500 campus publications that serve institutions including Brown University, the University of Illinois, the University of Southern California, the University of Texas at Austin and Duke University, with a combined enrollment of over 5.5 million students and a subscriber base of 2.1 million.  RateMyProfessors.com reaches approximately 10 million college students each year, via the site’s more than 6.6 million student-generated ratings of over 900,000 college professors.    

MTV Networks, a unit of Viacom (NYSE: VIA, VIA.B), is one of the world’s leading creators of programming and content across all media platforms.  MTV Networks, with more than 120 channels worldwide, owns and operates the following television programming services – MTV: MUSIC TELEVISION, MTV2, VH1, mtvU, NICKELODEON, NICK at NITE, COMEDY CENTRAL, TV LAND, SPIKE TV, CMT, NOGGIN, VH1 CLASSIC, LOGO, MTVN INTERNATIONAL and THE DIGITAL SUITE FROM MTV NETWORKS, a package of 13 digital services, with all of these networks trademarks of MTV Networks.  MTV Networks connects with its audiences through its robust consumer products businesses and its more than 100 interactive properties worldwide, including online, broadband, wireless and interactive television services and also has licensing agreements, joint ventures, and syndication deals whereby all of its programming services can be seen worldwide.
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